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Algernon and Jack are earnest about love. Cecily and Gwendolyn adore
the name Ernest. But who is earnest about being Ernest? A rousing
escapade of romance, mistaken identities and comic twists leads the
young lovers to the countryside where truth is unveiled through surprising
and delightful discoveries.
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Oscar Fingal O'Flahertie Wills Wilde

(October 16, 1854 — November 30,
1900) was an lIrish playwright, novelist,
poet, and author of short stories. Known
for his barbed wit, he was one of the
most successful playwrights of late
Victorian London, and one of the
greatest celebrities of his day

Birth and early life

Oscar Wilde was born in Dublin, to Sir
William Wilde and his wife Jane
Francesca Elgee. Jane was a
successful writer and an Irish nationalist,
known also as 'Speranza’, while Sir
William was Ireland'’s leading ear and
eye surgeon, and wrote books on
archaeology and folklore. He was a
renowned philanthropist, and his
dispensary for the care of the city's poor,
in Lincoln Place at the rear of Trinity
College, Dublin, was the forerunner of
the Dublin Eye and Ear Hospital.

Wilde studied classics at Trinity College,
Dublin, from 1871 to 1874. He was an
outstanding student, and won the
Berkeley Gold Medal, the highest award
available to classics students at Trinity.
He was granted a scholarship to
Magdalen College, Oxford, where he
continued his studies from 1874 to 1878
and where he became a part of the
Aesthetic movement, one of its tenets
being to make an art of life.

Aestheticism

......

While at Magdalen College, Wilde
became particularly well known for his
role in the aesthetic and decadent
movements. He began wearing his hair
long and openly scorning so-called
"manly” sports, and began decorating
his rooms with peacock feathers, lilies,
sunflowers, blue china and other objets
d'art. Legends persist that his behavior
cost him a dunking in the River Cherwell
in addition to having his rooms trashed.

The aesthetic movement had a
permanent influence on English
decorative art. As the leading aesthete
in Britain, Wilde became one of the most
prominent personalities of his day.
Though he was sometimes ridiculed for
them, his paradoxes and witty sayings
were quoted on all sides.

He soon took up a job as a reviewer for
the Pall Mall Gazette in the years 1887-
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1889. Afterwards he became the editor
of Woman's World.

Marriage and family

After graduating from Magdalen, Wilde
returned to Dublin, where he met and
fell in love with Florence Balcombe. She
in turn became engaged to Bram
Stoker, the author of Dracula. On
hearing of her engagement, Wilde wrote
to her stating his intention to leave
Ireland permanently. He left in 1878 and
was to return to his native country only
twice, for brief visits.

In London, he met Constance Lloyd,
daughter of wealthy Queen's Counsel
Horace Lloyd. He proposed to her and
they married on May 29, 1884 in
Paddington, London. Constance's
allowance of £250 allowed the Wilde’s
to live in relative luxury. The couple had
two sons, Cyril (1885) and Vyvyan
(1886).

Work

A first volume of his poetry was
published in 1881 but as well as
composing verse, he contributed to
publications such as the 'Pall Mall
Gazette', wrote fairy stories and
published a novel 'The Picture of Dorian
Gray' (1891). His greatest talent was for
writing plays, and he produced a string
of extremely popular comedies including
'‘Lady Windermere's Fan' (1892), 'An
Ideal Husband (1895)' and 'The
Importance of Being Earnest' (1895).
'Salomé' was performed in Paris in 1894

In 1895 Wilde was arrested and tried for
gross indecency. He was sentenced to
two year hard labour, composing the
poem 'De Profundis’ while in prison. His
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wife took their children to Switzerland
and adopted the name 'Holland'. Wilde
was released with his health irrevocably
damaged and his reputation ruined. He
spent the rest of his life in Paris,
publishing 'The Ballad of Reading Gaol'
in 1898. He died in Paris of cerebral
meningitis on 30 November 1900, in the
Hotel d'Alsace, now known as L'Hotel.

Edited from:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oscar_Wilde

Queen Victoria
Photo

The Victorian era of the United
Kingdom marked the height of the
British Industrial Revolution and the
apex of the British Empire. Although
commonly used to refer to the period of
Queen Victoria's rule between 1837 and
1901, scholars debate whether the
Victorian period—as defined by a variety
of sensibilities and political concerns
that have come to be associated with
the Victorians—actually begins with the
passage of the Reform Act 1832. The
era was preceded by the Regency era
and succeeded by the Edwardian
period.
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The Aesthetic Movement is a loosely defined movement in
literature, fine art, the decorative arts, and interior design in later
nineteenth-century Britain. Generally speaking, it represents the
same tendencies that Symbolism or Decadence stood for in France,
and may be considered the British branch of the same movement. It
belongs to the anti-Victorian reaction and had post-Romantic roots,
and in so, anticipates Modernism. It took place in the late Victorian
period from around 1868 to 1901, and is generally considered to have

ended with the trial of Oscar Wilde.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aestheticism

www.oscarwildesociety.co.uk
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Character Sketches
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Social Basics During the Victorian Era

For the Young Lady

Upon being introduced to a gentleman, a lady véiler offer her hand.
She should bow politely and say "I am happy to makg acquaintance”
or words to that effect.

When bowing on the street, it is appropriate tdimacthe head gracefully,
but not the body.

When travelling by train, tramcar or omnibus, thellviored lady had a
delicate sense of self respect that keeps her ¢amtact with her neighbor,
as far as such contact is avoidable.

A lady never looks back after anyone in the streeturns to stare at them
in the theatre, concert hall, church or opera.

A lady never, ever smokes.

In crossing the street, a lady raises her dregdeadbove the ankle, holding
together the folds of her gown and drawing themataltthe right. Raising
the dress with both hands exposes too much anidieisamost vulgar.

A lady (or gentleman for that matter) will alwayserto their feet in respect
for an older person, or one of a higher socialditam

Above all, the lady strives to be dignified andgalet in everything she
does.

And For the Gentlemen

A gentleman will always tip his hat to greet a lady

When walking in the street, the gentleman alwayksvan the outside to
protect his lady from the dangers of the road.

If a gentleman is smoking and a lady passes bghbald remove the cigar
from his mouth.

A true gentleman should always rise when a ladgrerdr leaves the room,
and remove his hat upon entering a room wheredaatie present. He
should also precede a lady in ascending the staicsfollow her in
descending them.

A gentleman always stands to shake hands.

During the daytime, a gentleman never offers a ladyarm unless to
protect her in a large crowd. In the evening, @appropriate for her to take
his arm.

A gentleman should never place his arm on the baekchair occupied by
a lady.

from http://www.stormpages.com/myparlour/etiquette.htm)
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Additional Resource:

Books

Oscar Wilde: Art and Moralitypy Stuart Mason (190

The Life and Confessions of Oscar W by Frank Harris (1914)

My Friendship with Oscar Wildby Lord Alfred Douglas (1932)
Oscar Wilde: TheCritical Heritage, ed. by Karl Beckson (1970)
Trials of Oscar Wilddy H. Montgomery Hyde (197

Oscar Wilde: A Biographipy H. Montgomery Hyde (197¢

Oscar Wilde: Art and Egotistoy Rodney Shewan (197

Oscar Wildeby Richard Ellman (198

Oscar Wilde: e Works of a Conformist Re by Norbert Kohl (1989)
Rediscovering Oscar Wilded by C. George Sandulescu (1¢

Oscar and Bossiby Trevor Fisher (200

Films:

Oscar Wildg(1960), dir. by Gregory Ratoff, starring Robert Ngr, Phyllis CalvertJohn
Neville, Ralp Richardson.

The Trials of Oscar Wild€L960), dir. by Ken Hughes, starring Peter Finchoiyhe Mitchell,
Lionel Jeffries, Nigel Patrick, James Mas

Wilde (1998), dir. by Brian Gilbert, starring Stephen kiyde Law, Tom Wilkinson, anessa
Redgrave, Jennifer Ehle.

The Importance of Being Earn (2002), dir. by Oliver Parker, starring Rupert Eatez, Colin
Firth, Frances O’Connor, Reese Witherspoon, Judct

An Ideal Husband1999), Dir. by Oliver Parker, starring Minnie Deiy Cate Blanchett, Rupe
Everette, Julianne Moore.
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Production Team

We are so glad you are joining Taproot Theatre for a student matinee performance.
Audience Etiquette is important for everyone to experience an enriching and
educational experience. See you at the performance!
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