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Charles Dickens 
http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/christmascarol/

 
photo from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Dic kens 

 

Charles Dickens was born on February 
7, 1812, and spent the first nine years of 
his life living in the coastal regions of 
Kent, a county in southeast England. 
Dickens' father, John, was a kind and 
likable man, but he was financially 
irresponsible, piling up tremendous 
debts throughout his life. When Dickens 
was nine, his family moved to London. 
At twelve, his father was arrested and 
sent to debtors' prison. Dickens' mother 
moved seven of their children into prison 
with their father but arranged for Charles 
to live alone outside the prison, working 
with other child laborers at a hellish job 
pasting labels on bottles in a blacking 
warehouse. 
The three months Charles spent apart 
from his family were severely traumatic. 
He viewed his job as a miserable trap--
he considered himself too good for it, 
stirring the contempt of his worker-
companions. After his father was 
released from prison, Dickens returned 
to school, eventually becoming a law 
clerk. He went on to serve as a court 

reporter before taking his place as one 
of the most popular English novelists of 
his time. At age 25, Dickens completed 
his first novel, The Pickwick Papers, 
which met with great success. This 
started his career as an English literary 
celebrity, during which he produced 
such masterpieces as Great 
Expectations, David Copperfield, and A 
Tale of Two Cities. 
Dickens' beloved novella A Christmas 
Carol was written in 1843, with the 
intention of drawing readers' attention to 
the plight of England's poor. (Social 
criticism, a recurring theme in Dickens' 
work, resounds most strongly in his 
novel Hard Times.) In the tale, Dickens 
stealthily combines a somewhat indirect 
description of hardships faced by the 
poor with a heart-rending, sentimental 
celebration of the Christmas season. 
The calloused character of the apathetic 
penny-pinching Ebenezer Scrooge, who 
opens his heart after being confronted 
by three spirits, remains one of Dickens' 
most widely recognized and popular 
creations. 
A Christmas Carol takes the form of a 
relatively simplistic allegory--it is seldom 
considered one of Dickens' important 
literary contributions. The novella's 
emotional depth, brilliant narration, and 
endearing characters, however, offer 
plenty of rewards for literature students, 
Dickensian fans, and Grinches alike. 
Like A Tale of Two Cities, A Christmas 
Carol has won much appreciation 
among general readers despite being 
dismissed by scholarly critics of Dickens' 
work. 



 
Characters 
Rest of article from 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Dickens 

Charles Dickens used his rich 
imagination, sense of humor and 
detailed memories, particularly of his 
childhood, to enliven his fiction. 

The characters are among the most 

memorable in English literature; 

certainly their names are. The likes of 

Ebenezer Scrooge, Fagin, Mrs Gamp, 

Charles Darnay, Oliver Twist, Micawber, 

Abel Magwitch, Samuel Pickwick, Miss 

Havisham, and Wackford Squeers. 

While some of his characters are 

grotesques, their eccentricities do not 

usually overshadow the stories. One 

'character' most vividly drawn 

throughout his novels is London itself. 

From the coaching inns on the outskirts 

of the city to the lower reaches of the 

Thames, all aspects of the capital are 

described over the course of his corpus. 

Episodic writing 

Most of Dickens's major novels were 

first written in monthly or weekly 

installments in journals such as Master 

Humphrey's Clock and Household 

Words, and later reprinted in book form. 

These installments made the stories 

cheap, accessible and the series of 

regular cliff-hangers made each new 

episode widely anticipated. Part of 

Dickens's great talent was to incorporate 

this episodic writing style but still end up 

with a coherent novel at the end.  

Another important impact of Dickens's 

episodic writing style was his exposure 

to the opinions of his readers. Since 

Dickens did not write the chapters very 

far ahead of their publication, he was 

allowed to witness the public reaction 

and alter the story depending on those 

public reactions 

 

Social commentary 

Dickens's novels were, among other 

things, works of social commentary. He 

was a fierce critic of the poverty and 

social stratification of Victorian society. 

Dickens's second novel, Oliver Twist 

(1839), shocked readers with its images 

of poverty and crime and was 

responsible for the clearing of the actual 

London slum that was the basis of the 

story's Jacob's Island.
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A Christmas Carol 
http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/christmascarol/ 
 

A Christmas Carol is a fairly 
straightforward allegory built on an 
episodic narrative structure in which 
each of the main passages has a fixed, 
obvious symbolic meaning. The book is 
divided into five sections (Dickens labels 
them Staves in reference to the musical 
notation staff--a Christmas carol, after 
all, is a song), with each of the middle 
three Staves revolving around a 
visitation by one of the three famous 
spirits. The three spirit-guides, along 
with each of their tales, carry out a 
thematic function--the Ghost of 
Christmas Past, with his glowing head, 
represents memory; the Ghost of 
Christmas Present represents charity, 
empathy, and the Christmas spirit; and 
the reaper-like Ghost of Christmas Yet 
to Come represents the fear of death. 
Scrooge, with his Bah! Humbug! 
attitude, embodies all that dampens 

Christmas spirit--greed, selfishness, 
indifference, and a lack of consideration 
for one's fellow man. 
With A Christmas Carol, Dickens hopes 
to illustrate how self-serving, insensitive 
people can be converted into charitable, 
caring, and socially conscious members 
of society through the intercession of 
moralizing quasi-religious lessons.  
With each Ghost's tale functioning as a 
parable, A Christmas Carol advances 
the Christian moral ideals associated 
with Christmas--generosity, kindness, 
and universal love for your community--
and of Victorian England in general.  
The book also contains a political edge, 
most evident in Dickens' development of 
the bustling, struggling Cratchit family, 
who are a compelling, if one-
dimensional, representation of the plight 
of the poor. Dickens, with every 
intention of tugging on your heartstrings, 
paints the Cratchits as a destitute family 
that finds a way to express profound 
gratitude for its emotional riches.  

�
�
Themes 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Christmas_Carol 

The story deals extensively with two of Dickens' recurrent themes, social injustice 
and poverty, the relationship between the two, and their causes and effects. 

�
 
The Victorian Era 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victorian_Era 

The Victorian era of the United Kingdom marked the height of the British Industrial 
Revolution and the apex of the British Empire and is commonly used to refer to the 
period of Queen Victoria's rule between 1837 and 1901. 



Social Institutions 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victorian_Era 

Prior to the Industrial Revolution, Britain had a very rigid social structure consisting of three 

distinct classes: the Church and aristocracy, the middle class, and the working class. 

The top class was known as the aristocracy. It included the Church and nobility and had great 

power and wealth. This class consisted of about two percent of the population, who were born 

into nobility and who owned the majority of the land. It included the royal family, lords spiritual 

and temporal, the clergy, great officers of state, and those above the degree of baronet. These 

people were privileged and avoided taxes. 

The middle class or bourgeoisie was made up of factory owners, bankers, shopkeepers, 

merchants, lawyers, engineers, businessmen, traders, and other professionals. These people 

could be sometimes extremely rich, but in normal circumstances they were not privileged, and 

they especially resented this. There was a very large gap between the middle class and the 

lower class. 

The British lower class was divided into two sections: "the working class" (laborers), and "the 

poor" (those who were not working, or not working regularly, and were receiving public charity). 

The lower class contained men, women, and children performing many types of labor, including 

factory work, seamstressing, chimney sweeping, mining, and other jobs. Both the poorer class 

and the middle class had to endure a large burden of tax. This third class consisted of about 

eighty-five percent of the population. 

Industrialization changed the class structure dramatically in the late 18th century. Hostility was 

created between the upper and lower classes. As a result of industrialization, there was a huge 

boost of the middle and working class. As the Industrial Revolution progressed there was further 

social division. Capitalists, for example, employed industrial workers, who were one component 

of the working classes (each class included a wide range of occupations of varying status and 

income; there was a large gap, for example, between skilled and unskilled labor), but beneath 

the industrial workers was a submerged "under class" sometimes referred to as the "sunken 

people," which lived in poverty. The under class were more susceptible to exploitation and were 

therefore exploited. 

The government consisted of a constitutional monarchy headed by Queen Victoria. Only the 

royalty could rule. Other politicians came from the aristocracy. The system was criticized by 

many as being in favor of the upper classes, and during the late 18th century, philosophers and 

writers began to question the social status of the nobility. 

�



����������	
	

����
��	������� ���� ��������	
���
��	���������������������������������� �������������	��
��	����	�������������������������������	������	���� �����	�����������������������������������	����
���������	���	�������	��������	��������
�����	����� ��	��������
���� ��
	
���	��������	 ���� ��	��������
�	�������������
���������	�����	�����
� �����
�	�������
����������
�	��������	��
����������������	�������	������������ �
�������������������
����� ��
	
����	��� ����  ����	���������������������	���
����	�����	�������� ��������������
��
����������
�!������	����	�
���"�������������������
 ����������	���
����������#��
���������	�����
����
���������������	�����������
����������	��
���� 	����	�������
	
�����	������ ����$������
������
�	
���#����!�	���	��������%��

���	� ������	���	��&�	
��������
���������	������	��������		�������������'�������	�� �����	�����������������������������
����	�
����
�	
�������������������������&�	
�������������� ��������
����	���	��	���������	����������
�	�
�������
	
���	�����	��	���������	����	 ���� ������	������	��������������	����������	����
�����
 �
����
����	������
�������
�
����������'����������	������� ������	������	�����������������������������	���
�������������������������
����������������	�������� ������
	
���	�����	��	���������	�������	 ���� ��������������	��������������	����������(���������� ��
�
���������	����	�����'���
�����������	���	�������� ���	�������"����'������	�����	�������������	����
������������	�	�����'�
�������
��	���������
	
���	�����	��	���������	���	��	����	 �����������	����������
����	��������������	��������
��
�������������
����������������
����	�����'���	�� �������	�����
������������������
��������

���
����������
	
���� ���� ��	������������
���������
�����
���
�������	������� �'������������	������������
��	���������	���������������	�����	����
��������	�� �������������	��������
����
	
��

���� ���� ����(����
���	������
����
����������������	�������� 	���������)�!!�
���
���
	���
������	�����
����	��
���	���������	����� ��
	
����� ����*���������
�
�����
�����	�����
���������
��
������� 
���������������� �

���	����
��������	����������������	���	��������������������� 
�����	������������
������	�
��
��������

���	���		����������	����� ��
	
��� ���� ��	������������	+�)	����������	��$����	������������ �������	������������������	������	��
)�������������������	��������
�����
�
������������� ��



�

�������
��
��,��
"��-�"��
&�.������
��*
�*���
/��	"�
������������������/��

$���"����
���� ��������	
���
��� ��
�

����������	
��

���������
�
��������	�

�������
����
�������
�
���������������� �
���
���
�����
��������
��
����������
���
�
�������������������
��������
������������
��
 ����
��������������������� ��
��
�����
������!��"������������#���������������$��
��������� � �������
!������
����������������
�
�
���
!���
�����������
�����
!����������"

���%"��� ���"!��"������

����������"
��
�������������
�����
����������������� 
��� ����������#�&��������� 
!��
��������������������������
�����
���
�
��������	�

��������
������� ��������	�
������
����
��������������������������
� 
	�
����������������������	
������������ ��� ��'��������������������������(��
 "�!�����
!������� ��
�
�
�)*+,��
��
�"
���������������
���
�
!���
����
��� ��������������
��
��
�������
�
-��������������������
�
����
��
������
���.��'����� "���
���������%��
����/���� ��
����'����
���������������0���
������������1������������ 
��� �������������&
��������������
���
���
���
�������"������1���!�������
������������
������
���� ��"
���
���������1������ �������������
������������ �������
!���
�����
����������� ������� ����!
���������

������ �������"�������!
�
������!���
��� ������� 
��
�!���
!��������
�����
�� ������������������
��"�
�� ����������
��
�������"�
��"�����������
���!����'������
��
������
 ��!�������

���!������������������
!��� � �
�
�

��������
&���������� ����������������
�����
�������������
!� ��������������"

�����
!���2����������������
����
!���������
�	���
�����������
����"
� ��1��
��� ��,3�����

�������
��
�����4����!����'���
&������5�"����&���
!���$
������ ��1��������
�	���
� �0�
��
�����������������

�������
��������
����������������
�
�������������������

�� �������� �������5������&�����#���6
���0���
�������&�
5������&���������
��������
������ �������
�
��� "�� 
��������������
�������������������'���
���
��
��2������������

��
����"�������������
����� �������&
�������0���
��������
!�
�!����������
���������
�
�!���������������
��
��2������������
�� ����7������0�
��
���������������������
�����
��������������
!�"���
��
������
��!�� 
�
1��� �������
�������!�����
������������������������
�
��!��89���&����������
�
��������������
��
��������� ������
�����������!������"
��
��"��

���������
������!��������
������������
��������
�!"��� "����� 
���
�����5������&�������&�5������&������
�1��
�����7�������"
������
����

������"���
������������ ��

��� 
������������������������"
���������
&
�������"�1
������������� �����

�����
�����".#��& 
�����
���
��
"�������������������
��
�"���
!����������
�����������
�
������������
������ ����������
�����������!����
�



�
�

������������
'�����������
�����������������!
���
�!�����
!������ �	���������
��
��1����������������!
� ��
���1�2"
���
��$�

����
���"������������
���������1� �������������� �
������������
�
�!������
�

�
�
$������
���
������������

���������������"������
�� ��
!�� "������������
������
�
������
�����
�
����
'�������9�0:���
�������������������������
�������
� �1�
�1����
�
����&
����������
������
���������
��

���;�0����"�

�
�������������������
����"������ ��������� ��1���������������<"�������������������
��������������!����'����
������
������������������� ���������������������"���
������
���������
�"���������� ��������!����6����� ������
!�����
���� ������"!���"�������
��������
����������
����
���
�
���������������������������������
������ ��
������=���
�����
���������������������
����
�
���������������
����������,��
����������2�������1�� ��
��1��������2�
��
� ��1!��"
����6
���������
���������
!�����������������!
�����������0��
������ ���������
������������������
���"�������
!���
������������������������
����"
��
�����������������  "��&�5���������5���
�����������
��
�):98��
%�!�%�
����� "�
���
�):>*��'���?�"������@��
����
�� ���
����
���������
�"
��
�):,3��
�����
���
����
���
����
��"
��
���������������
������
��
���
 ���'���'�����%���!������ "�
���
�):*9���'�"���

�
�������������<���2�
��
�
�
����1�����"
�� ���
�& �5���������5���
�"

���������������������
���������

�����������������������������������
���� 
��������"�"������������������
����������

�����
�
���������"����������
���&
���
��
�������
!����
�� ����������
�5������������������
���
�������
 "�
������2�
��
��
�):98���
�



�

�����������
$�<"�����
���������������� ��������������0��������� ��������
��
��������
!���������
������������
�����������������
�������
���	"�
������������������ ������!�
���
��"
�=������"��������
����"��
!����������������������

�����6
�������
��� 

�!���"���
���"��������

���������"����
�
�������"���
���
�1����"������"������
���"�����
�� ���!�����!����
!���"���
����
�������"����
����������������������"����
������� ��������������� �
��������
��������
!�'���������
����"����
���"����"
��!��������
�
!���������������
 ����
�������
��������������������������������
�
�������������

�����"��
!��
���������
������������� ����
�
?������������������"�����
����
!��������"��5���"��� ����!
����-�����	����
��

� �
�

      

%��.�4����-�
������
�	�
�
��������

�� �
�
�����+	-�
�����
�
��
�����
�+����	���	�'��+�
	������/-�/��3��'�
�������	��
�����	���
���/.��
�
�������	-�
�����
�
������������
5/�	���	�	������	��6��
�

 ��
��-�/������
�+���	����
��	�
��
�	���
�
������
�������������
��
���	����������+	�
�
������
�
��#
����%
�����
���	�������	.���	������
����
��	�
�	�
	�	�����
����
���
'�
�	���
�
��
���!������		���
������/������
���.�



What’s a housing Estate? 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Housing_estate 
 

A housing estate is a group of buildings built together as a single development. The 

exact form may vary from countries to countries. Accordingly, a housing estate is 

usually built by a single contractor, with only a few styles of house or building 

design, so they tend to be uniform in appearance. 

 
 

What’s a Townswomen’s Guild? 
http://www.townswomen.org.uk/aboutUs.asp 

It was 1928 in the UK; at last women had won the right to vote.  The Suffragettes who 

had battled so vigorously for this right had grabbed enough headlines to mark 

themselves down in the history books.  Chaining themselves to railings, going on 

hunger strikes – these women were determined to draw attention to the campaign for 

full voting rights for women.  But alongside them, there were many other women fighting 

for the vote in quieter, constitutional ways - these were the Suffragists.  With a new 

found freedom, these women led by Eva Hubback and Margery Corbett Ashby saw the 

need to create an organization aimed at ordinary women living in the nation’s towns and 

cities; an idea that led to the Townswomen’s Guilds movement.  Today, Townswomen’s 

Guilds remains one of Britain’s leading women’s groups.  With a 40,000 strong national 

membership, the organization prides itself in the 

involvement with radical local, national and global 

concerns.  Members meet regularly to develop new 

skills, exchange ideas, discuss topical issues and 

organize charitable events nationwide.   

More importantly, Townswomen’s Guilds provides 

the opportunity for women everywhere to belong to 

an organization within which members offer support, 

companionship and encouragement for women to 

honor their past and realize their future. 

 



British Humor 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_humor 

 
Some general features and characteristic of British humor are: 

 Puns : these do not too easily translate into other languages (if at all).  
 Nonsense : has its origins in the writings of Lewis Carroll and Edward Lear.  

 Black humor : is a sub-genre of comedy and satire where topics and events 

that are usually treated seriously—death, mass murder, suicide, domestic abuse, 
sickness, madness, fear, drug abuse, rape, war, terrorism etc.—are treated in a 
humorous or satirical manner. 

 Eccentricity  

 Satire and sarcasm  

 The use of understatement and irony , so that many jokes pass unnoticed by 
those not familiar with it.  

What stands out from this list is the importance of verbal humor as a key element. 
This is not to say that British humor has no place for visuals; but to take a classic 
example, Benny Hill, whose work was quite visual indeed, was extremely popular in 
his day, but has long since failed to arouse much interest with British audiences.  
Compare this with typical "classics" of UK humor, such as the "Parrot Sketch" from 
Monty Python, which are usually notable for the fact that fans can repeat them 
verbatim. 

 
�

Audience Etiquette 
 

• It is appropriate to talk quietly until the performance begins. 
• If you need to use the restroom, please do so before the performance begins. 
Restrooms are located in the upper and lower lobbies. 
• Be sure to be seated before the performance begins 
• No food, gum, candy or beverages are to be brought into the theatre. 
• Please don’t wear headphones during the performance. 
• Please turn off watch alarms, cellular phones, and other electronic devices. 
• Students who disturb other members of the audience may be asked to leave the 
theatre and wait in the lobby. 
• Remember: you will get an opportunity to talk with the actors and director at the end 
of the performance. Be prepared with questions about the production! 
• Please stay out of the aisles (also called “voms”) during the performance. 
• Enjoy the Show!�
�
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Notable works by Charles Dickens 

Charles Dickens published over a dozen major novels, a large number of short stories (including a 

number of Christmas-themed stories), a handful of plays, and several nonfiction books. Dickens's 

novels were initially serialised in weekly and monthly magazines, then reprinted in standard book 

formats. 

Novels 
 The Pickwick Papers (Monthly serial, April 

1836 to November 1837)[9]  

 The Adventures of Oliver Twist (Monthly 

serial in Bentley's Miscellany, February 1837 to 

April 1839)  

 The Christmas books:  

 A Christmas Carol (1843)  

 The Chimes (1844)  

 The Cricket on the Hearth (1845)  

 The Battle of Life (1846)  

 The Haunted Man and the Ghost's 

Bargain (1848)  

 David Copperfield (Monthly serial, 

May 1849 to November 1850)  

 Bleak House (Monthly serial, March 

1852 to September 1853)  

 A Tale of Two Cities (Weekly serial in 

All the Year Round, April 30, 1859, to 

November 26, 1859)  

 Great Expectations (Weekly serial in 

All the Year Round, December 1, 1860 to 

August 3, 1861)  

  

Short story collections 
 Sketches by Boz (1836)  

 Boots at the Holly-tree Inn: 

And Other Stories (1858)  

 Reprinted Pieces (1861)  

 The Haunted House (1862) (with Wilkie Collins, 

Elizabeth Gaskell, Adelaide Proctor, George Sala and 

Hesba Setton)  

 The Mudfog Papers (1880) aka Mudfog and Other 

Sketches To Be Read At Dusk (1898) 

Selected nonfiction, poetry, and plays 
 The Village Coquettes (Plays, 1836)  

 The Fine Old English Gentleman 

(poetry, 1841)  

 American Notes (1842)  

 Pictures from Italy (1846)  

 The Life of Our Lord: As written for his 

children (1849)  

 A Child's History of England (1853)  

 The Frozen Deep (play, 1857)  

 Speeches, Letters and Sayings (1870)  
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BLACK BOX  
A kind of flexible studio theatre where the audience and actors are in the same room, surrounded by 
black tabs (curtains). Doesn't necessarily describe the audience layout, which can be easily reconfigured. 
 
DEUS EX MACHINA 
Latin for God in the Machine. A mechanical device used in Greek classical and medieval drama to lower 
an actor playing God from the flies above the stage to resolve the conflict in a play. 
 
GREEN ROOM 
Room close to the stage (i.e. the green) for the actors to meet and relax. 
 
HOUSE 
1) The audience (eg 'How big is the house tonight ?')  
2) The auditorium 
 
IN THE ROUND 
Theatre in the Round is a form of audience seating layout where the acting area is enclosed on all sides 
by seating. 
 
PROSCENIUM ARCH 
The opening in the wall which stands between stage and auditorium in some theatres; the picture frame 
through which the audience sees the play. The 'fourth wall'. Often shortened to Proscenium or Pros Arch. 
 
RAKED STAGE  
A sloping stage which is raised at the back (upstage) end. All theatres used to be built with raked stages 
as a matter of course. Today, the stage is often left flat and the auditorium is raked to improve the view of 
the stage from all seats. 
 
SCENE SHOP 
(US) Section of the theatre where scenery is constructed. Often shortened to 'Shop'. 
 
STAGE DOOR 
The backstage entrance to the theatre. Performers and technicians enter here. 
 
STAND-BY / STANDBY  
A warning given to technical staff by stage management that a cue is imminent. The member of the stage 
management team calling the cues will say 'Standby Sound Cue 12'. Technicians acknowledge by saying 
'Sound Standing By'.  
In the US, the word 'Warning' replaces 'Stand-by'. 
 
THRUST 
Form of stage which projects into the auditorium so that the audience are seated on at least two sides of 
the extended piece. 
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